[The role of computerized tomography in the diagnosis of hydatid disease].
The Echinococcus granulosus disease, or hydatidosis, is endemic in Italy; it has high incidence in Sardinia, Latium and Apulia. The CT findings were examined of 120 patients with hydatid cysts in the liver, lungs, kidney, spleen, peritoneal cavity, retroperitoneal space, and spine. The smallest cyst demonstrated by CT had diameter = 1 cm; CT was also more sensitive than conventional radiology and US in demonstrating unusual localizations of hydatid cysts. CT findings alone allowed a correct diagnosis of the nature of the cyst to be made in 61.5% of cases and, when combined with immunodiagnostic tests for hydatid disease, in 94.5% of patients. Moreover, CT is essential not only for a correct treatment planning, but also during follow-up.